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1. Elizabeth compares her physical appearance to the women around her and feels like a 

plain moth among beautiful butterflies. Why do women have such a tendency to compare 

themselves to others? What are the results of such comparisons? And how can we avoid 

the comparison trap?  

 

 

2. Elizabeth believes if she serves the Lord diligently, He will reward her efforts. Often we 

too think we can earn God's favor by serving him. What’s wrong with this philosophy? 

Does God's love and blessing really depend on anything we do? Or does he bestow 

blessings because of his great love and mercy?  

 

 

3. John’s friend Gibbs encourages him to take the "hard path" because it will lead to greater 

holiness. What hardships have you faced lately? Why is it our natural inclination to take 

the easy way out of hard situations? How can doing the hard thing lead you to greater 

holiness?  

 

 

4. Elizabeth was tempted to steal papers from John in order to protect herself. Have you 

ever been in a situation where you were tempted to do wrong in order to protect yourself 

or someone you love? What happened? Is there ever a time when it’s okay to do wrong to 

help yourself or others?  

 

 

5. John's quest to serve the Lord through preaching eventually became more about what he 

was accomplishing than about God's glory. What examples have you seen where people 

in ministry lose perspective and end up neglecting marriages and/or family in their efforts 

to build their ministry?  

 

 

6. When Elizabeth lost her baby, she felt abandoned by God and by John. Have you ever 

felt abandoned by God or someone you love? How did you recover? What do you think 
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of Sister Norton's statement "Hardships are the Lord's greatest blessings to a believer. 

Without them we would love the Lord only for what He does for us. Our troubles teach 

us to love Him for who He is"?  

 

 

7. John was eventually faced with a difficult choice: give up his preaching or go to prison. 

Have you ever had to sacrifice something because of your beliefs?  

 

 

8. Elizabeth felt the pain of rejection from John. For a time, he put his work and ministry 

ahead of their marriage. She came to a point of forgiveness and a willingness to support 

John's calling whether John changed or not. Have you experienced a time when you've 

needed to forgive someone who hurt you, regardless of whether they changed? What was 

the situation like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information about The Preacher’s Bride, as well as details on upcoming titles  

from Jody Hedlund, visit www.jodyhedlund.com. 


